








[ DECLASS ‘ +
\ Authority M@S& \ R
e | '

UNDERGROUND ENTELLIGENCE RESISTANCE
NAME OF UNIT
FELIX BELLO

T UNIT COMMANDING OFFICER

S -
3. NFC/DL 1tr dtd 15 Mar 48 e

REMARKS:

|
i
1
!
JIe ol =S o



DECLASSIFIED.

Auhority NNPEG.3072




HibAUQUERTERS

FPHILIPPINES-RYUKYUS GOMMAND _—
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SUBJECT: Recogmtion, Tequest for iType of Communication
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File B
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OFFICER TAKING ACTION (and,initials)
i

1st It G. B, Kemper . -
Policy:Non-Policy:Ri di ng
: Asproval/

(File Symbol) (Action)

TO: FOR:

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD
Lt Col Wallace k., Hanes:

1. Basic, letter from Felix Bello to the AG PHILRYCOM, dated 15 Dec 47,
requesting recognition of an alleged guerrilla unit in Siasi, Sulu, under
his command and forwarding a history and roster of the unit.

2. A thorough search of the files of this headquarters has failed to
reveal any record of a guerrilla unit listed either under the name of Under-
ground Intelligence Resistance or Bolo Battalion. kr. Bello is informed of
the closing date of 15 March 46 for the acceptance by this headquarters of
unit :ej@j;ts foryrecognition and his rosters are returned.

~e
1st L George . Kemper'
! 7t /
4 A

Concur: Capt E.7R." Curtis

: Chief, Units Branch

Concur: 1st Lt L. W. Pierce, Jr.
Chief, Records Section
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- 15 MAKI9S

lr. Pelix Bello
ﬂ\in;:ptuu
Dear Mr. Belloes

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated 15 December
1947, requesting recognition of an alleged guerrilla unit in Siasi, Sulu
under your command and forwarding a roster and history ef the unit.

. A thorough search of the files of this headquarters has failed to
reveal a request for recognition of a claimant guerrilla unit listed |
either under the name of the Underground Intelligence Resistance or the
Bolo Battalion, It is desired to 1nfon you that a special press release
from the Public Relati Office , dated 1 Febru=
u'] 19&6. announced the closing dah of 15 Hiroh 1946 for the acceptance
by thi. s of unit licati for recognition. Inasmuch as
this n!ni.u date received wide dissemination throughout the Philippines
by press, radio and municipal agencies, it is considered that all econ-
cerned had ample oppertunity to prepare and submit unit applications
prior to the anmounced closing date. Imasmuch as your request for recog=
nition of your unit was made in your letter of 15 December 1947, it does
not comply with the closing date of 15 March 1946 and therefore cannot
be accepted.

£doD xoBqEWOD NIOSD

87 a8y 2T

are the forwarded in your letter of 15

December 1947,

Sincerely,

wdd /539

1 Inel
Rosters forwarded by ltr dtd R. E. CANTREL!

Capt. AGL
15 Dee 47 : :31 Adj Gen

€E7 0 1oL

Lt’cal fallace M. Hanes:

Basic, letter from Felix Bello to the AG PHILRYCOM, dated 15 Dec L7,
requesting recognition of .an alleged guerrilla unit in Siasi, Sulu, under
his command and forwarding a history and roster of the units

1st Lt George E. Kemper Concur: Capt E. R. Curtis 1 454
Chief, Unit Branch
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fits we got and what we shall get from her. We illustrated

to them the advantages of having a democratic form of govern-
ment based upon that of the United States of America. We made
them aware of and pictured to them the disa@vantages and. their
deplorable conditions, not only to themselves, but also to
their children and great-grandchildren, once the Japanese peo-~
ple would fully control the running of our Government., We ex-
Dlained to them that because the United States has that form
of government that is of the preople, for the people, and by
the people, the people constituting that Govermment are happy,
well-to-do, and contented. Whereas, because the Japanese peo-
ple do not have a government of the people, for the people,
and by the people, they are unhappy, miserable, and discon-
tented. We sowed to the people that feeling of distrust and
detestation towards the Japanese. As a true Filipino, born
and/or reared under the flag of the United States, we urged
them to remain loyal and true to our mother country, to per-
severe and to forbear; but to be ready to raise arms and fight
the enemy once the opportune time comes.

We protected the lives and properties of the families
of some of those Guerrillas who Jjoined the Guerrilla Unit under
the command of Lt. Col. Alejandro Suarez. These Guerrillas
left their families and joined Lt. Col. Suarez in the jungles
and wilderness of Tawi-Tawi Island where they were safe, free,
and away from the clutches ofjthe enemy.

Part of our Guerrilla Unit stayed at the Lapak Agri-
cultural School and guarded the source of Tood supply for t!
Guerrillas.

Considering the time and whereabouts we were ik
followed the o0ld (but never out of date) saying, "the pen i
mightier than the sword", that most of us learned from o
American teachers during our school days. We used our intel-
lectual powers, our brains, as these were the best and sound-
est means of resisting and opposing the enemy then.

It may not be amiss to mention that the house of my
assistant, Mr. Miralam C. Tillah, was a secret radio station
from where we gathered war news broadcasted from different A1-
lied stations. Two members of our Unit, Abdul-Hamid Bello and
Plummer Tillah, were assigned by me to take notes of the war
news. These in turn were disseminated by our Guerrilla Unit
to people living within the area that we covered, with instruc-
tions that these same people spread the good news wherever they
were and wheresoever they went.

our Guerrilla Unit did not follow the behaviors and
ways of other Guerrillas who entirely absconded to a safe place
far away from the enemy. We stayed where we could be of advan-
tage and watched closely the activities and movements of the
enemy .

Lt. Col. Suarez was informed now and then by our
Guerrilla Unit of whatever activity and/or movement the enemny
took that was of military importance to the Allied Gause. It
was Mr. Miralam C. Tillah, who was ny assistant at the ineipi-
ency of our organization and, later, my lst Lieutenant, and who
Wwas a reserve officer of the Philippine Army before the outbreak
of the war, to whom we gave vital military intelligence informa-
tion regarding the activities and movements of the enemy for
transmittal to the Headquarters of the 125th Regiment, 10th
Military Distriet,. under the command of Lt. Col. Suarez. Lt.
Col. Suarez received the informations our Unit sent him a&s

'DECLASSIFIED |

Authority Mﬂm@ﬂ& ‘
L




o5

evidenced by his acknowledgments and thanks to Mr. Miralam C.
Tillah, which copies of acknowledgments and thanks will be
forwarded to the Commanding General, U.S. Army, if required
to do so.

During the liberation, our Guerrilla Unit was co-
operating with the Guerrillas of Lt. Col. Suarez under the
command of Captain Sabtal Usman. We were in charge of the
peace and order of the civilians within the guerrilla occu-
pied area, food procurement for all the Guerrillas, intelli-~
gence work, ammunition carrying, transporation and hauling of
supplies, construction of sheds, making dugouts, and miscel-
laneous work incident to the guerrilla movement.

Even though only equipped with blade weapons and
spears, we harmssed the enemy. Some of us were actually in
the front line fighting the enemy together with the Guerrillas
of Lt. Col. Suarez under the command of Captain Sabtal Usman.

Some Guerrillas of our Unit, under the command of
Mr. Hadjirul Taup, met some Japanese riding on a vinta between
Tapaan Island and Kinapusan Island. My men, pretending to be
fishermen, were able to get near and, without any mishap on
their part, killed the enemy with only bolos as their weapons.

Our Chaplain, an Imam (priest) of the Mohammedan
faith and a public school teacher, Mr. Salih L. Arpa, preached
now and then the gospels of Mohammedanism among members of our
Unit. This activity on his part was instrumental in the right-
eous conduct and behavior of all members of our force durin
those dark and trying days. Whenever a member got ill, he
always there beside him giving aid, encouragement, and cheer.
Qur Chaplain, together with Imam Mana Taup, also served as our
medical man. They know how to treat and give relief to ail-
ments by the use of herbs and roots.

(@) Inasmuch as the resistance movement that we had
was underground and merely passive, as active resistance was
thought of and considered by us as detrimental and disastrous
to our people as a whole and inopportune because the American
Armed Forces were yet far, besldes our being few and having no
arms, except blade weapons and a few spears, and our proximity
to the enemy, we did not inform Lt. Col. Suarez about the ex:i
istence of our organization for precautionary reasons until
that time when secrecy and passive resistence were no longer
essential for the good of the organization and the populace.

As to whether or not Lt. Col. Suarez knew of our or-
ganization it didinot concern us then because our purpose was
not for vanity; our goal was not for self-aggrandizement; our
services were not for pecuniary consideration nor speculation.
We formed our Guerrilla Unit with no other purpose and motive
than to do our bit in a sane way we could towards the ultimate
victory of the United States--the triumph of democracy. We in-
tended to render our services for the Allied Cause.

We informed Lt. Col. Suarez of our existence in
January, 1945, that time when we were side by side with the
Guerrillas under the command of Captain Sabtal Usman, on Lapak
Island, Sulu. Lt. Col. Suarez did not include us in his roster

for reasons we do not know--but we believe that our exclusion
was personal on his part.

Inasmuch as Lt. Col. Suarez was far away from us
then, we failed to see him personally for our inclusion in
his roster., Nevertheless, his not taking us up in his organi-
zation and consequently his not including us in his roster were
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